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years. A nd s o t hen the state government did not t ake money from
General Fund to supp ort the State Fa ir, because it had its own
source. Wit h t hat d e c line, that gaming money, zf yo u w ill , or
gambling mone y , has come back to u s i n the Ge n e r al Fund, but
i t ' s not gone to the Nebraska State Fair support . But I think
we are in a new era for the Nebraska State Fair. I real ly
d eplore the decline that's occurred in the Nebraska S tate Fair
the last 10 or 15 years. I think there is a place in the state
for the Nebraska State Fair in Nebraska's futu re . It brings
many Nebr a skans together today, and I th ink it w ill continue to

do so tomorrow . And I don 't think it's time for us to w r ite off
the Nebraska State F a ir . Th is is just on e part of that
financial future that I think could be assured if we would allow
this checkoff and let Nebraskans voluntarily support their State
Fair. And I think, in my own mind, that the support level will
reach more like the Endangered Species Act, if you will, than it
w ill on the campaign finance And that 's n o disr espect t o
Senator Beutler. But that' s...I think that's where Nebraskans
have their interest. I think we can bring...

SPEAKER BRONN : One m in u t e .

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: . ..the Nebraska State Fair back to where it' s
important in Nebraska's culture, because certainly it's been in
Nebraska's culture and history. Eigh teen fifty-nine. That' s
one of the first things they did. A nd the next two fa ir s, by
the way, were in 1868 and 1869, in Ne br aska Ci ty. And th e fir s t

one, I think ... I'm not sure, but I th ink it wa s in B r ownville .
So it was in the eastern part of the state as the state
developed. And I kn o w m any will say, we ll, that's a hundred and

some ye ar s ag o , it 's no t ap r opos today. But the re 's st i ll a
large rural constituency, and even a n o n rural constituency that
brings their wares to the Nebras ka State Fair to have th e
friendly competition, what have you, what have you. I t's st ill
a place, i n many case s, to meet your neighbor. And I t hink
anything that we can do at this point, short of G e neral F unds,
which, that debate will come later, believe me it will, this is
an opportunity for them to h e lp themselves. So I strongl y
support this bi l l w ith this amendment . Let ' s se e how it wor ks.
And i f i t wo r k s , I t h i n k i t ' l l .
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